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TEXT  

Acts 4:1-14
1And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the 
captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 

2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put 
them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many 
of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men 
came to about five thousand.    5On the next day their rulers and elders and 
scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and 
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, "By what 
power or by what name did you do this?" 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what 
means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all 
the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is 
standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by 
you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved."    13Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 
common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus. 14But seeing the man who was healed standing beside 
them, they had nothing to say in opposition.
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Not long ago I read something about the composer Hugo Distler.  I 
remembered this composer from my days in college choir.  So, I 
did a little study of my own.  It turns out that Distler lived in 
Germany during the Nazi regime - and was forced by the Nazis to 
compose music for their military marches and rallies. 

But Distler was a man of deep faith.  He composed church music 
and hymns.  To be forced to write military marches for an 
oppressive government posed a severe conflict for him - and at the 
age of 34, he ended his life. 

Before his suicide, Distler had been charged by the Nazis to write a 
melody for the celebration of the takeover of Austria.  The tune he wrote, 
though, was far from triumphant.  It sounded like this… 
(the organist played the tune)

That tune aroused some emotion in one of Distler’s former students, the 
composer Jan Bender.  Bender carried that pain-filled melody in his 
memory for over 30 years, until he asked a friend to put words to that 
tune. 

If music can arouse that kind of passion, then why not Christ?  Why 
should we not be passionate about Christ?  By telling people that the 
reason for the good we do is Christ?  By knowing our Lord’s words by 
heart, in our memory as Distler’s tune was in Bender’s memory? 

Simon Peter quoted from memory words of His Lord he knew by heart, 
when he stood trial before Annas and Caiaphas.  The stone which the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone.   And to these same few men 
who had sought Jesus’ death, Peter explained why he had healed a crippled 
man.  

It was because of Christ, as it is when you are honest about your bill at a 
restaurant, even when the mistake is not in your favor. You’re honest 
because of Christ. Simon Peter said that aloud, that it was because of 
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Christ that he did the good that he did.  If we are being called to account 
today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple, then let it be known that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead – by Him this man is standing before you 
well.  This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone.  And there is salvation in no one else 
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.  Peter said the good he did was because of Christ.  

Wasn’t Peter being passionate about Christ? Why shouldn’t we be? 

Well, because there are plenty of people who don’t want us to be 
passionate about Christ.  They would  ask us the same question Annas and 
Caiaphas asked Peter.  By what name did you do this?  In whose name do 
you do the good that you do?  How about you just say God, if you have to 
say any name at all.  Or, when someone thanks you for your kindness or 
compliments you on your honesty, you could just politely smile.  But 
please do not be passionate about Christ.  Don’t you know that it’s the 
people who are passionate about their religion that are causing all the wars 
and conflicts in the world.  

So, if you must be religious, the least you can do is to tone it down.  Do 
the good that you do in the name of God.  You know, the generic kind of 
God.  The “one nation under God” kind of God. The God to whom all 
religions may kneel.  If you have to be religious, then at least be 
broadminded about it.  Don’t say there’s only one name given by which 
we all must be saved.  Tell people that you believe all religious people are 
headed for the same place.  That folks can climb to heaven hand over hand 
on their own goodness. 

We know there are a lot people who would like for us settle for just that 
kind of religion.  I’m not saying that any of us would do that.  But at the 
same time you and I don’t want to be associated with Christians who burn 
copies of the Quran.  No one wants to be thought of as a religious nut. So, 
it’s tempting to tone down our passion for Christ.  To be quick to openly 
agree with others on religion whenever we can.  To certainly not quote 
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Scripture.  And to just smile politely whenever possible.  It’s 
tempting to tone down, to water down our passion.

And that leaves us cynical and tired.  Cynical about whether it 
pays to do good.  Cynical about whether people really need 
help - or deserve our help.  

And tired.  Tired of Sunday School.  Tired of trying to 
revitalize the church.  Worn down from numerous attempts to 
reach out to the community.  We can get so tired.  And we can 
so easily blame our weariness on someone else or something 
else - instead of confessing our own lack of passion for Christ 

and His Word. 

Simon Peter, also, was tired.  After denying Christ three times he was 
hanging his head.  Discouraged.  As he stood trial before Annas and 
Caiaphas he had been in the same position before and failed.  He had 
failed to stand either on the waves of Galilee or in the courtyard of 
Caiaphas.  Why would this time be any different? 

But it was different.  Because one can never be so discouraged that Christ 
can’t raise him up.  One can never be so worn down that Christ can’t raise 
her up.  We can never be so tired that Christ can’t raise us up.  

Christ was raised from the dead. So also with an outstretched hand He 
raised up the crippled man.  And Peter taking him by the right hand helped 
him up and immediately the man’s feet and ankles became strong.  And, 
back when Peter was sinking beneath the waves Jesus reached out His 
hand and took hold of him.  And, with His hands outstretched on the cross 
Jesus reached out to Simon Peter and to all us with the love and 
forgiveness of God.  And, with those same outstretched hands Jesus 
reached out to a discouraged and beaten Simon Peter and raised him up to 
be His disciple again.  And does the same for us.

That’s what the words to Distler’s tune are about. 
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After thirty years, Jan Bender took his teacher’s pain-filled 
melody to a friend. Martin Franzmann.  And Franzmann put 
lyrics to it.  His lyrics speak of Distler’s pain: the weariness 
of war and conflict and the songs that we sing that cannot 
bring true peace.  But Franzmann’s lyrics speak also of 
Christ’s Passion, His suffering, dying, and rising again so 
that we His people might never despair.  

It was such lyrics, the lyrics of Psalm 118 that lifted Peter from his despair 
to be passionate about Christ again.  

Psalm 118: The Stone the builders rejected, and crucified, has become the 
cornerstone because He was raised up. 

Psalm 118:22 committed to memory by Peter, known by heart, made Peter 
put away his foolish sword and stop denying, caused him to stand instead 
of fall.  Little surprise then that even to disciples like us who have 
discipled for so long and have already been through Sunday School, Peter 
the Bible verse memorizer still says:  So, I will keep reminding you of 
these things, even though you know them. I think it is right to refresh your 
memory as long as I live in the tent of this body… And you will do well to 
pay attention until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Amen
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